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On behalf of pets and people in your city, thanks again for filling out the BETTER CITIES 
FOR PETS  assessment. You’re on your way to more pet-friendly policies and practices 
already. Here’s what your assessment shows.

Thanks!
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RESULTS SUMMARY & SCORES
Your total score doesn’t yet qualify to be a Certified City in the BETTER CITIES FOR PETS  
program, but we are excited you’re taking action to get there in the future. 

Here’s how you scored:

Shelters Homes Parks Businesses

42% 42% 39% 58%
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STRENGTHS

Your city is happier and healthier because of pet-friendly traits like these:

1. Your city’s animal shelters are warm, welcoming places people want to visit to take 
home a pet.

2. Your city doesn’t have breed bans or other significant restrictions for pet ownership.

3. People in your city have pet-friendly housing options with minimal restrictions or 
unreasonable fees. 

4. Your city has pet-friendly green spaces for people and pets to get healthy exercise 
and connect with each other.

5. Pet amenities like waste stations and drinking water fountains are available in at 
least some areas of your city.

6. Some businesses in your community welcome pets.

7. Your city is supportive of pet-friendly workplaces, so people can enjoy the many 
benefits pets bring.

8. Participating in this assessment shows you’re committed to make pets part of the 
conversation in your city.
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Here are ideas for where you could focus attention to be even more pet-friendly:

1. Make it easy for pet owners to find pet amenities, program and policy 
information on your city website.

2. Add educational programming about responsible pet ownership, avoiding dog 
bites and other topics.

3. Build a coalition to get the greatest impact with the shelter and animal welfare 
resources available in your city.

4. Engage local animal welfare groups to make sure safety net programs exist and 
are well-known, so people can get help before giving up pets in tough times.

5. Make pets part of your city’s disaster relief planning and communications.

6. Talk with local homeless and/or domestic violence shelters about allowing pets 
to avoid people having to choose between safety and their pets.

7. Update local ordinances that may stand in the way of pet-friendly businesses. 
For example, allow pets on restaurant patios. 

8. Encourage a pet-friendly local business program with consistent guidelines 
and signage. 
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NEXT STEPS

Here are a few potential next steps as you continue your journey…

1. Educate about responsible pet ownership on your social media and/or website. 
This is a low-cost way to consistently share information about avoiding dog bites, 
pet safety, etc. You can find free resources on our site in this toolkit.

2. Evaluate your local ordinances to make sure they support pets and pet parents 
and help end pet homelessness. Here are model ordinances to help.

3. Engage local businesses in a Pets Welcome program with consistent pet-friendly 
guidelines and signage. This can be a great way to demonstrate support for pet-
friendly programs and show citizens the city cares about pets.

4. Explore safety net opportunities to help people facing barriers to keeping their 
pets. This toolkit shared by PEDIGREE Foundation and HASS can help.

5. Consider formalizing TNR in your city to manage and support community cats. 
Our Community Cat Toolkit can help. 

6. Engage your Parks/Facilities department in a project to add pet drinking 
fountains and relief areas in public areas. Surveys on social media and at local 
events can help determine needed locations.

https://www.bettercitiesforpets.com/resource/responsible-pet-ownership-communication-toolkit/
https://www.bettercitiesforpets.com/resource/tag/model/
https://www.bettercitiesforpets.com/resource/petswelcome/
https://www.pedigreefoundation.org/pedigree-foundation-hosts-webinar-featuring-safety-net-toolkit-from-hass/
https://www.bettercitiesforpets.com/resource/community-cat-toolkit/
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NEXT STEPS

• Signage for Pet-Friendly Places Toolkit

• Helping Homeless Pets Toolkit

• Pets Welcome Toolkit

• Pets on Patios Toolkit

• PETS WORK AT WORK  Toolkit

• Community Cat Toolkit

We’re here to help. You’re welcome to update and re-submit your assessment as 
your efforts progress. Please don’t hesitate to email us with any questions at 
info@bettercitiesforpets.com. We look forward to hearing about your continuing 
progress, and to Princeton becoming a Certified City in the future.

• Responsible Pet Ownership Communication 
Toolkit

• Pet-Friendly Housing Toolkit

• Emergency Planning Toolkit: Helping 
Citizens Be Ready for Emergencies with Pets

• Pet Behavior 101

• Happy Pet Handbook: Responsible Pet 
Ownership Guide

Our Tools page has nearly 100 downloadable resources to help. Here are some of 
the most popular items you might want to explore: 

(continued…)

https://www.bettercitiesforpets.com/resource/signage-for-pet-friendly-places-toolkit/
https://www.bettercitiesforpets.com/resource/helping-homeless-pets-toolkit/
https://www.bettercitiesforpets.com/resource/petswelcome/
https://www.bettercitiesforpets.com/resource/pets-on-patios-toolkit/
https://www.bettercitiesforpets.com/resource/petsworkatwork/
https://www.bettercitiesforpets.com/resource/community-cat-toolkit/
mailto:info@bettercitiesforpets.com
https://www.bettercitiesforpets.com/resource/responsible-pet-ownership-communication-toolkit/
https://www.bettercitiesforpets.com/resource/responsible-pet-ownership-communication-toolkit/
https://www.bettercitiesforpets.com/resource/pet-friendly-housing-toolkit/
https://www.bettercitiesforpets.com/resource/ready-for-emergencies/
https://www.bettercitiesforpets.com/resource/ready-for-emergencies/
https://www.bettercitiesforpets.com/resource/pet-behavior/
https://www.bettercitiesforpets.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Happy-Pet-Handbook-Better-Cities-for-Pets-sm.pdf
https://www.bettercitiesforpets.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Happy-Pet-Handbook-Better-Cities-for-Pets-sm.pdf
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